My Three Years in America

seriously on the cruise of the XJ53, and urged me to see to it that
this incident was not repeated. Otherwise he could not be
responsible for public feeling in the United States, which might
again become very bitter. The affair was very disagreeable to
me personally, because I was building hopes on Mr. Wilson's
mediation and because I feared that the cruise of the U53 would
be interpreted as an attempt on our part to put difficult^ in the
way of the President's re-election. It might be assumed that
his Republican opponents would say that Germany could now do
what she liked, as Mr. Wilson had never adopted energetic
measures.
On the subject of this conversation with Mr. Wilson I sent the
following telegram to the Foreign Office :
TELEGRAM IN CIPHER
" Washington, nth October, 1916.
" I had a conversation with Mr. Wilson on the occasion of
handing over the Emperor's autograph letter with regard to Polish
relief. The President is anxious to carry the matter further
and asked me how this could best be done. I replied that the
difficulties lay exclusively on the English side.
" The cruiser warfare undertaken by our submarines off the
American coast is naturally regarded by Mr. Wilson with anxiety,
because all his hopes of re-election are based exclusively on the
fact that according to the opinion held over here he has kept the
United States out of the war and in spite of that has put an end
to our so-called illegal attacks on American lives. His whole
position falls to pieces if American lives are lost now, or if indig-
nation is aroused by a submarine campaign off the American
coast* So far this has not occurred. The exploit of U53 is even
hailed as a sporting achievement. This view will, however, be
changed if the incident is repeated. For this reason Wilson
spoke plainly about a continuance of the submarine campaign
off the American coast. He regarded as particularly serious the
fact that two neutral ships were sunk, as well as a Canadian
passenger, vessel making for the United States. He said that
such incidents could not be understood by the American public/'
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